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Newsletter #7, November 2006

OUR MISSION:
to strengthen ties between Andean
Quakers and those of North America
and Europe through programs that:
• enhance the educational
opportunities of Andean Friends
• nurture their service work
• strengthen their schools, and
• bring this work to the attention of
Friends in North America and
Europe

Call for volunteers
Can’t travel to Bolivia to work
with Friends and Friends
schools? Still want to get
involved? We could use your
help translating communications, organizing our
ever-growing photo library, and
other essential tasks. Contact
us at office@bqef.org if you’re
interested.
Meanwhile, a heartfelt thank-you
to mailing volunteers Julie
Vinciguerra and Karly
Schwertfager. Your generosity
made a difference!

11253 Boston Road East Concord NY 14055

Giving Thanks
By Newton Garver

When Thanksgiving rolls around, I
think again about an
incident in the
Director’s office of
the Quaker school
“Emmanuel” in El
Alto four years ago.
There were a dozen
of us, and as the
discussion moved
along, the secretary
brought us each a
cold drink. When I
Emma Condori (standing) and her family share a meal with FCEpicked up my glass a
style workshop facilitators Catalina Rios & Andrew Rutledge
moment later, I was
in for a surprise: the
Director stopped in the middle of a
are concerned. And though the Bolivian
sentence and gave thanks to the Almighty Friends may thank God Almighty instead
for what we were about to partake. I was
of thanking you personally, they will
stunned, realizing how many gifts I take
assuredly be very thankful.
for granted. It still haunts me that people
If you have held back on giving to this
who have so little are so careful to give
“new kid” on the Quaker block, bear in
thanks for what they receive.
mind that the challenge Fund will match
As you count your blessings, please
consider sharing with Friends in Bolivia.
Each dollar that you give buys in Bolivia
what fifteen or twenty dollars buys in the
USA, as far as food, transport, and tuition

Spotlighted Student:
Meet new recipient
Sara Mamani Tito
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Dinner with Emma
Sponsor a Scholar
AVP Bears Fruit
Imposition or Revelation?
Bernabe Writes of his US trip
Internado Update

Sara is in her second semester at
University Mayor de San Andres in La
Paz, where she studies psychology fulltime.
She lives with her parents and her 4
siblings in El Alto. Sara has expressed
a strong desire to finish her studies and
to work to help those who need it.

dollar for dollar all new or increased
contributions, through the end of 2006.

Watch for Newton Garver’s upcoming
article on Andean Friends, in the February
issue of Friends Journal.
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Dinner with Emma
By Newton Garver

Emma Condori, now 28, visited the
USA from mid-December 2005
through mid-February, the final month
being a most valuable internship at
Westtown School. Prior to her visit,
she told Jens Braun and me during our
2005 trip to Bolivia that she would
like to meet with us, so we took her
to an Israeli restaurant in La Paz for
supper. It was an unforgettable
experience.
Emma comes from Batallas, a mid-

member of the group and knew that
much of the work would fall on her,
but she also knew that others were
essential, and that the next ablest of
them would not participate in a
secondary role. So she proposed him as
president, and (as I understand it) got
him to do just what she wanted - and
arranged for him to get the credit for it.
The Young Friends of Batallas needed
the endorsement of Batallas Monthly
Meeting (BMM) and the quarterly
meeting, and the support of meetings
throughout the Department of La Paz.
Not an easy task. The elders of BMM
saw the budget and were very reluctant
to give the go-ahead, fearing that BMM
would be stuck with the deficit. But
Emma explained to them the fundrasing plan and made them assurances,
and they eventually agreed.
The young Friends of Batallas got
others from the quarter to participate
in traveling around to other meetings
to speak with the youth and to solicit
funds from church (meeting) members.
In the end, the hundreds came and
were all fed, the program was a success,
and the young Friends turned over a
surplus of $70 to BMM!

Emma Condori at Powell House, New Years
2006-2077

sized town on the Altiplano, where
the Quaker community has established
both a church and a school. Emma is
the youngest of twelve children and
had to struggle and plead to get her
parents to send her to the Quaker
school. It was inspiring to hear how
she graduated and moved to La Paz
(without a penny!) to begin postsecondary education.
The big treat came as we were finishing our meal. Emma mentioned that
two years before she had convinced the
young people at her church that they
should host a national four-day encampment of young Friends. She had
clear ideas about what to discuss and
where, and the group put together a
time-frame, a budget, and an organizing committee. Emma was the eldest

Jens and I bade Emma farewell with a
sense that we had been graced with the
opportunity to visit with the inner
workings of a person who combines
remarkable insight into other people
with an uncanny ability to plan with
vision and execute with precision.
While she was pleased with the way
everything worked out, and showed a
sense of having grown in strength and
wisdom through the experience, the
way she told the story was devoid of
boasting.
Emma is now coordinating the extra
class hours in English and orienting
volunteers who help with instruction
in English, in addition to having
organized AVP in the schools. Lucky
BQEF! Providing broader scope to
people like Emma is certainly a worthy
endeavor.
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More ways to give…
For information on how
you can donate stock
electronically, contact us
at office (at) bqef.org.
We are also beginning to
hear of supporters who
have included BQEF in
their will. Perhaps you
might also consider such a
gesture.
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Sponsor a Scholar
Encouraging Friends and friendships
By Jane Simmkin

Sponsored students are including in
their letters to sponsors small clues
about the quality of their lives and
the difficulties with which they
contend—how far their university is
from home and family, the difficulty
of some of their subjects, the enthusiasm and commitment with which
they are preparing to work as professionals in their home communities.
In addition to helping ensure the
scholar’s education, the sponsor’s
support is beginning to bear fruit as
these small glimpses into the life of
the young Bolivians help create
bonds with Friends in the North,
who are encouraged to respond in
kind.
Sponsorship guidelines have survived
a certain amount of testing and we
have worked out some of the obstacles to sustaining communication.
Most of the sponsored students now
have working e-mail addresses. We
appreciate the patience of our first
sponsors who sometimes had to wait
for these steps of progress. The
process of getting to know each
other across distances and cultures
takes time, which makes us especially grateful for sponsors who have
commited to more than one year of
support for their student. Friends at
Lisburn Preparative Meeting in the
UK (also our most distant sponsor)
have committed to sponsoring one
student for a full 3 years.

Haverford student and volunteer,Andrew VargasStahney, with ssome of the cholarship students

Santidad Yearly Meeting scholarship studentsM

If you or your Meeting is interested
in this opening to support Bolivian
Friends higher education and to
build north-south bridges, email us at
office@bqef.org. Like the young
Friends in Bolivia, we look forward
to hearing from you.

Scholarship students from Amigos Central Yearly Meeting
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AVP Bears Fruit
Bolivians facilitate workshops

During the week of June 25th through
July 1st, Val Liveoak and Jens Braun
facilitated a second round of Alternatives
to Violence Project (AVP) workshops in
La Paz, building on the Basic and Training for Facilitators workshops given last
January.
Basic Workshops
After giving an advanced workshop, we
now had a group that had received all
three AVP workshops and were ready to
apprentice-facilitate. Nine of the eleven
divided into two groups to facilitate two
simultaneous Basic workshops with a
total of 22 new participants. Both Basic
workshops went well. There was very
high energy for the work and the apprentice facilitators moved into their roles
with comfort and a willingness to work
hard.
Advanced Workshop
Eleven participants joined us for the
Advanced workshop, some commenting
on how the first workshops had
changed them:
“Now when my husband gets angry I
just listen to him and try to stay calm
so I can talk to him later when he has
cooled down.”

AVP’ers stand up through cooperation

“My sister couldn’t believe how I’d
changed and started teasing me. After
some time I confronted her gently but
directly and she stopped teasing.”

increased understanding of how affirmation, communication, community,
cooperation and trust are foundational to
Transforming Power.

There was a clear sense of a new way to
view conflict, and of substantially more
options for responding non-violently and
with self-respect.

As we deepened our focus on non-violent
communication and creative alternatives
for conflict resolution, the group would
relax and come together in a way indicative of people letting go of troubling ways
for other approaches which they could
feel in their bones to be more “right.”

A major part of the Advanced workshop
consists of the group choosing a topic to
explore in more depth. This group chose
learning more about, practicing the use
of, and communicating Transforming
Power. They made a special request to
spend additional time on consensus and
how the process functions best. Those
present remained highly interested and
involved throughout, demonstrating an

Observations and thoughts:

•

Much AVP thinking differs substantially from cultural norms. One discussion about punishment of children to
make them good revealed that no participant had considered there is any other
Continued on page 4

Bolivian AVP Committee Notes:
•

With program sustainability in
mind, there is a need to reduce the
costs of workshops. Multiple elements
—from paper and markers, to the
quality of meals served—could be
simplified or made more cost effective.

•

It was agreed that a nominal fee
could be charged which would both
help to pay for meals, and could help
with increasing timeliness and commitment by participants to the workshops.

•

There is a need to discuss how to
take AVP outside of the Bolivian
Quaker realm. Some real ideas and

initiative were shown about taking the
program to local prisons and opening it to
non-“cristianos.”

They work well together, give each
other good feedback, and can put on an
effective AVP workshop.

•

The continuing role for experienced
facilitators from the US will be to
encourage initiative in organizing and
scheduling new workshops, as well as
occasional quality control suggestions
to maintain a vital and authentic
Alternatives to Violence Program.

The 9 apprentice facilitators vary in
their strengths and natural abilities but
increasingly understand about the AVP
style of teamwork:
“I used to think being on a team
meant showing up for my part of the
agenda and ensuring that it was
done well. I see now that the
support and being there for everyone else during the workshop means
much more”.

In these early stages of program
establishment, focused reinforcement
of new behavior/thought patterns is
particularly helpful.
From a report by Jens Braun
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way to raise good children than by
punishing them for being bad. The
possibility of loving the good in children,
teaching them not to lie by not lying to
them (even “white” or “merciful” lies”),
and the vision of decision-making through
true consensus left participants wide-eyed
and excited.

•

Though the group that has moved on
to be facilitators has warmed up and
developed a real sense of cohesiveness
and community, it took several workshops for this to happen.

•

The facilitators have come a long
way in realizing how Transforming
Power demands consistency and integrity.

“…I felt drawn to this like a
magnet—I told my boss I
wasn’t coming to work
because I had to be at the
workshop.”
•

There was a good balance between
young people and the more traditional
church leaders of the three yearly
meetings.

•

That the program is under the care of
BQEF and open to all yearly meetings is
good. The relationships formed
between participants from different,
sometimes competitive, yearly meetings have been strong and included
much exchange of addresses and phone
numbers.

Imposition or revelation?
At lunch one day during the June AVP series, I brought up the concerns of one
funder about building on local and existing conflict resolution methodologies
rather than bringing in something foreign and new that might not be appropriate
to the culture.
I was surprised by the reaction of those present. It was generally expressed that
the traditional and native conflict resolution structure relied on punishment and
authoritarian decision-making. In the villages, the village leaders would resolve
any conflict that got out of hand (and some that didn’t) through punishment—
often very cruel and sometimes deadly—of any violators of the peace.
Several people reflected on the sighs of relief in communities where the Bolivian
police establish themselves, because they are much less cruel and act as better
mediators to disputes than the local village leaders. People would merely be put
in prison, not maimed, burned, or killed.
The names of several communities were mentioned where the police still had not
set up “cuarteles” (barracks) and which are generally considered very violent and
authoritarian villages. It was clearly stated that though the Bolivian version of the
Spanish rule of law is highly imperfect, it was much preferred to the native
authoritarianism.
In our workshop discussions we frequently saw vestiges of the former cultural
norms. There was no question around the lunch table that what AVP had to bring
was not only a very welcome alternative to much of what participants experienced on a daily basis, but was also something they wanted very much to share as
an alternative to a system they found highly destructive to self-esteem and mutual
trust.
Transforming Power, as they experienced it, was not a cultural imposition from
outside, but rather a revelation of values and truths they found to be a compelling
alternative to violent aspects of their lives.
From a report by Jens Braun

One workshop participant said: “I’m
supposed to work Saturday mornings and
wasn’t going to come to this session. But
I felt drawn to this like a magnet—I told
my boss I wasn’t coming to work because
I had to be at the workshop.”
What next?
Emma Condori (see “Dinner with Emma”
in this issue) has organized AVP workshops in all three of the schools BQEF
helps support, to take place in November
and December. This will give the new
facilitators an opportunity to strengthen
their skills while fostering non-violent
problem-solving among the Bolivian
Quaker students. (A request for AVP in
the schools, made by one of the school
administrators, was the original impetus
for bringing AVP to Bolivia.)

November 2006
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Bernabé Yujra writes about his visit to the US
this summer
Dear Friends,
For me it was a new experience to visit
the United States again in the month of
June and part of July of 2006, thanks to
the invitation of the Friends Council on
Education, for the celebration of its 75th
anniversary.
During my stay at George School, where
the meetings of FCE took place, I got to
know Helene Pollock, a Friend very clear
concerning the values of Quakerism. It
was beautiful to share with Helene. We
spoke a great deal about the living
practice or living faith of Quakerism, as
we know it. Helene told me that the first
Quakers offered up their lives for truth
above all. Perhaps today we need to
regain those values.
Helene has much experience supporting
the administration in the college where
she works (Haverford). She shared her
experience, and helped me a great deal
with translation into Spanish during
workshops organized by FCE. One
workshop that impressed me was “The
Process of Administration in Quaker
Schools in the United States.” For me it
provided a new perspective on the
administration of Quaker schools.This
new experience is very important to me
to share with the administrators of the
Quaker schools in Bolivia.
After returning to my country I arranged
meetings with the administrators of the
Friends schools in Bolivia, in order to
convey to them what I learned about

educational administration in the United States.
They listened to me with
great interest, and we
expect to make important
changes in coming years
to improve the educational administration in
the Quaker schools in
Bolivia. Thanks to
Helene for the support
during this visit, and may
God bless her greatly.
At the annual Gathering
of Friends General
Conference, held at
Pacific Lutheran University, I ran into a number
of Friends I had met at
the FWCC triennial in New Mexico in
1994, when I was a representative of
INELA of Bolivia.
One of those Friends was Bob Barns, of
Pacific Yearly Meeting. Bob is a Quaker
very engaged in the work for peace in the
world Meeting again after 13 years, we
spoke about my work with BQE-Bo in
Bolivia, about its programs and plans.
Bob was very impressed and presented
me with a large check to support the
programs of BQE-Bo. Some other
Friends also contributed support for our
work. I want to thank Bob for his
generous support: Thanks, Bob, and may
God bless your life and your family.

Bernabé by the Penn Tree

I think we need to make this type of
promotion, visiting annual meetings in
the United States and Europe, so they get
to know BQEF and its programs. In this
way many Quakers can get to know us
and can add to the funds for continuing to
provide scholarships, equipment, classes
in English and IT, and other things for the
benefit of Bolivian Quaker students.
Many thanks, Friends, and may God
bring Light to the heart of every Friend in
the world.
Bernabé Yujra, Coordinator, BQE-Bo

Survey results
Last month we asked Friends to
participate in planning for the
future by completing a brief
survey of BQEF program
priorities. Respondents were
asked to rate nine activities on a
scale of 1 to 5. Of the 22

surveys returned thus far, Scholarships
garnered 14 first place votes, and AVP
12. Combining first and second place,
Scholarships had 21, Additional
(English and Computer) Classes and
Internado both had 16, AVP and
Internships both had 14.

We’re grateful for Friends input as
we discern how best to move
forward with enhancing Bolivian
Friends education and building
north-south bridges.

Classes? Internado? Internships?

AVP? Scholarships? Additional English Classes? Internado? Internships? AVP? Scholarships? Additional

English Classes? Internado?

Scholarships? Additional English Classes? Internado? Internships? AVP? Scholarships? Additional English
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Internado Update
By Barbara Flynn,
Redwood Forest Friends Mtg

Up to 70% of rural women are functionally illiterate in Bolivia, South
America’s poorest and least developed
country. The average Bolivian’s salary
is one-fifth that of the average Mexican
– often less than $300 a year in rural
areas, but an average college graduate
may earn $500 a month. So education
changes lives dramatically, not only
for the individual but for the whole
family and for future generations.
Most children in rural Bolivia drop out
of school between 3rd and 6th grades.
The Quaker village of Pallcapampa is
committed to educating its boys and
girls, but the 2 hour walk each way to
high school is a serious barrier. With
help from many generous Friends in
several countries, an internado (supervised student residence) was established in Sorata in February, 2006.
There, 13 dedicated students stay in a
safe and supportive environment
during the school week.
For most of these young people, it’s
the first time they have been able to
attend school without walking several
hours daily. It’s the first time they’ve
had guidance and support with homework, the first time they’ve slept in a

real bed with a mattress and been able
to count on 3 good meals a day regardless of the weather, the harvest, or
family hardships. There is a wonderful,
warm feeling of true family among them.

Commitment and a dedication
This “Internado de Pallcapampa” is the
first stage in the fulfillment of BQEF
scholarship student Benito Jallurana’s
dream. Benito has recently completed
his course work in alternative education with a specialty in administration
of rural internados, and is now administrator of the internado in Sorata, in
addition to working on his thesis. His
parents Eusebio and Maria serve as
house parents, providing warm loving
care and guidance to the students,
whose career plans include teaching,
architecture and law. All the students,
from ages 10 on up to 18, are very clear
about their career aspirations and
commitment to attending university.
The official dedication ceremony was
held on August 26 so that Quaker
Study Tour members could attend. It
was an inspiring ceremony, with
speeches by the mayor of Sorata and
other leaders commending the project
and the value of the education it

Returning from the weekend at home, each student
hands his weekly donation of potatoes to Maria, then
carefully washes off the dust of the road from his two
hour walk as this student is doing.

supports. The ribbon cutting ceremony
was followed by a traditional
celebratory meal. Because Quakers in
Bolivia abstain from alcoholic beverages, soda replaced the usual beer.

Wider experiences, local
support
At the end of October, Benito and his
parents took 11 students on a two-day
outing to La Paz. It was a time filled
with many new and enriching experiences: for most, their first visit to their
capital city, first restaurant meal, a
visit to the folklore museum and to
the zoo. The first evening they met
with Rotary Club members to thank
them for a recent clothing donation.
The Rotarians were charmed by the
students and invited them to the club
for lunch the following day, promising
further support.

What will the future bring?

Barbara Flynn and Friends cutting the ribbon at the
Internado

We’re now seeking a larger site that
can accommodate more students,
including some from several other
villages, and where students can raise
chickens and guinea pigs and grow
their own vegetables, learning organic
agricultural methods they can share
with their families. We join with
Friends from Ireland, England and
Spain in helping this dream take its
next important step. Those who share
in this work become part of the life
and service of the Internado de
Pallcapampa.
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Please use the enclosed envelope to support Bolivian Friends education or
make a donation via our website www.bqef.org/howtohelp.html.
How You Can Be a Part...
BQEF, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Your tax-deductible gifts can be made online at www.bqef.org or sent to
BQEF, 11253 Boston Road, East Concord NY 14055. Besides cash contributions, we would welcome donations of Frequent
Flyer miles. Spanish-speaking Friends might wish to consider devoting a month or more of your time through a visit to La Paz
or a nearby town, especially for helping to teach English, computers, math and science. Our e-mail is office@BQEF.org
Name:
Street (P.O.):
City, State/ZIP:
E-Mail:

Address Service Requested

E-mail: office@BQEF.org

Bolivian Quaker Education Fund, Inc.
11253 Boston Road
East Concord NY 14055

