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OUR MISSION

to strengthen ties between Andean
Quakers and those of North
America and Europe through
programs that:

• enhance the educational
opportunities of Andean Friends

• nurture their service work

• strengthen their schools, and

• bring this work to the attention
of Friends in North America and
Europe
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Healthy Growth

A permanent Home and
a New Garden

The Internado prop-
erty is now ours – free
and clear!!  The seller
traveled from Lima for
the day even though his
agent could have signed
for him, because he is
delighted with the new
use the property will
have.

Internado staff and
students are working
their new vegetable
garden - on land loaned
by a local supporter who
also volunteers tutoring - so they can
grow more of their own food and
help keep costs down. (Food prices
are rising rapidly in Bolivia due to
widespread inflation.)

Students flourishing
Several students have formed a

musical group playing the zampoña
(Andina pan pipes) and other tradi-
tional instruments, and plan to
collaborate with other Sorata musi-
cians this year, holding their rehears-
als on the upper terrace at the
Internado.

Benito is pleased with the progress
of the students, both academically
and socially. Several students were at
or near the top of their class this past
year. One girl was chosen as flag
bearer - the top honor - for the end-
of-year ceremony.

A 6 Hour Trek in the Pre-Dawn
Rain

We had a record number of
applications this year – some submit-
ted early! Many of our students live
as far as 9 hours walk from Sorata,
which has the nearest high school
and in some cases the nearest middle
school.

Two fathers, anxious to know if
their children’s applications had been
accepted, left home at 2:00 a.m. to
walk and run in the rain to catch us
by 8:00 a.m. They were obviously
prepared to exhort us if necessary.

Speaking  little Spanish and lament-
ing the limitations they experience
from lack of education, they are
dedicated to sacrificing to ensure a
better future for their children.

University Scholarship
Another Internado supporter in

Bolivia has secured a university

from a report by Barbara Flynn

These two fathers (front) walked and ran 6
hours in the pre-dawn rain all the way to the

Internado, to exhort the committee to accept
their children as students.  They’re shown here

in the Internado courtyard with Benito
Jallurana, Internado director.

The Internado Community is
thriving —  students, active
local supporters and a new
garden!

Continued on page 2

Eusebio Jallurana, Internado houseparent, as he
explains an Internado activity to visitors.
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Healthy Growth, from page 1...

It was a cool sunny day under a
brilliant Bolivian sky when we drove
to the Altiplano with Bernabé, Juan
and Emma for formal transfer to the
Quaker schools in Battallas and
Achacachi of the BQEF-installed
computers.

Connecting at Batallas
First stop was Batallas, where

enrollment has dropped to about 25
students this year.  Francisco Quispe
Rojas, the General Secretary of
Education for Santidad Amigos
Yearly Meeting, was in attendance - a
welcome indication of interest in the
small rural school.

After a warm, friendly ceremony
with prayer, singing, and lots of
speeches, we moved down the day-lit
hallway to the computer lab, where
we videotaped the students’ enthusi-
asm at being introduced
to the four new comput-
ers.  (Parents at the school
had already raised funds
for purchase and installa-
tion of three older com-
puters.) Juan read aloud
the formal document
transferring the new
computers to the schools,
which was then signed and
stamped, as is the Bolivian
custom. Staff and visitors
shared a traditional
Bolivian lunch, before we
said warm goodbyes to the adults
and children. Scholarship program
graduate Roberto Patty teaches at
both schools, so he caught a ride with
us to Achacachi and curled up
relaxedly in the back of Juan’s “4x4”.

…and Achacachi
We repeated the experience in

Achacachi, standing in the bright
Altiplano sunshine for the
prayers, speeches, singing and
poems, then climbed the stairs to

the computer lab on the second story,
where six new computers were trans-
ferred. Friends at the Achacachi
school were excited at our suggestion
that the adults might use the comput-
ers after school hours for their own
literacy efforts.

The heartfelt outpouring of grati-
tude at both schools was enormous.
The students, parents, and school
staff see this new technology as vital
for the students’ education and
communication, and for the schools’
overall strength.

Connecting – the video.
See a video (our first ever!) of the

Batallas children singing and a cholla
mother’s impassioned thanks, at
Geoff ’s blog. You can reach it by
clicking on the post’s title in the
News box on our home page.

Purchase, assembly, and installation of
the 10 computers was made possible by a
grant from the Chace Fund of Philadel-
phia Yearly Meeting.

Computers and Connections on
the Altiplano

Right:  These two women and
their children are members of the
Batallas Quaker School
community

Below:  More computer lab
students at Batallas
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scholarship for a student to the
Universidad Salesiana in La Paz
(which offers a much higher level of
education than UPEA).

Gratitude
Eusebio and Benito pressed their

expressions of gratitude to all f/
Friends and their meetings. Bernabé,
Juan, and Emma also send their
greetings and appreciation for the
support many of you have given. And
I am grateful for having had this time
to deepen and expand the work, and
am eagerly looking forward to
returning in June.

Con amistad y cariño, Barbara

Watch the Internado videos posted at
Geoff Garver’s blog, read about Barbara
Flynn’s visit to the beautiful, remote
village of Cabra Cancha and learn more
about the Quaker Service trip she is
leading to Bolivia in June.  You can reach
their blogs via the News box on our
homepage, www.bqef.org.
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Education breaks the “peones”
cycle

Many of our students’ grandpar-
ents were born into serfdom when
the feudal system was still the law of
the land.   Most indigenous people in
the countryside were bound to the
land and bought and sold with it.
They were forbidden by the landown-
ers to learn to read or even to learn
Spanish, so they were completely
deprived of knowledge of the outside
world. Although the laws changed
more than half a century ago, the
practice remains in some areas. The
election of Evo Morales marks the
end of this social exclusion in law
and in theory, but it will take time for
the practice to be eliminated.

Our scholarship students are often
reticent to speak in details about
their hardships, since they are fo-
cused on preparing themselves for
service to their communities and
their country.  But one of our most
promising graduates did experience a
form of slavery.  As a preteen she
went to work for one of the rich elite

Scholarships, not Servitude

Thanks to your support,
BQEF is helping young Boliv-
ian Quakers to escape from
servitude.

Esther and several of her fellow
agronomy students have worked to
educate farmers about the dangers of
pesticides, and have helped poor
families in the city of El Alto to
establish organic micro-gardens.

If Esther hadn’t stood strong in the
face of pressure by her family and
community to study education,
nursing, the law, or one of the other
traditionally women’s fields, these
uplifting works might not have come
to pass.

But Esther loves the countryside
and is strongly committed to helping
those who live there.  She persevered
in her choice of agronomy studies, is
now 80% of the way through her
degree, and is already doing life-
changing work.

Esther’s Story

families, where she noticed that even
the dogs and the pigs were better fed
than the serving girls.  Every week
her mother came to the door to see
her child and collect her daughter’s
wages, but the girl was not allowed to
speak with her mother.  Eventually
her mother realized how miserable
she was, and took her home.

Her siblings, like most other
young people from poor rural
familes, underwent a similar experi-
ence. Even those of us directly
involved in the programs have only a
glimpse of how much BQEF means to
these young Bolivians.

Interns Alicia Lucasi at Carolina
Friends School (CFS) and Rubén
Hilare at Oakwood Friends School
(OFS) have been warmly welcomed
into their school communities. Peter
Baily, head of OFS, writes: “We have
just finished a community meeting
on the topic of Andean food, orga-

nized and presented by Rubén. The
dining hall will serve a Bolivian lunch
in about an hour, again coordinated
by Rubén. He used wonderful
technology in his presentation with
lots of slides, outlines, charts,
etc. The kids were entranced. At
lunch, a group of kids are selling
carnations, hundreds of them, as a
fundraiser to support tree-planting in
Bolivia.”

Alicia and Rubén are looking
forward to attending an FCE work-
shop in May, and are traveling among
Friends here in the U.S. as their
teaching schedules permit. They are
enthusiastic about the tools they will
bring back with them to enrich
Quaker education in Bolivia, and

Bolivian Friends Teaching in the U.S.

speak passionately of how their
experiences in educational communi-
ties here will inform their work in
Bolivia.

Visit Alicia and Rubén’s blogs for more
about their experiences as Quaker teachers
in the U.S.  You can reach their blogs via
the News box on our home page, bqef.org.
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AVP in Bolivia: Planting Peace Work in A Time of Unrest
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Address Service Requested

More facilitators, more cities, and possibly prison
workshops

Jens Braun and Val Liveoak led AVP (Alternatives to
Violence Project) workshops in three Bolivian cities in
January - Cochabamba, La Paz, and Santa Cruz.  There
are trained facilitators now in both La Paz and Santa
Cruz. That means that AVP can continue to grow with
fewer facilitators from outside the country than in the
past three years, although Friends in Bolivia have asked
that facilitation assistance continue for at least another
year.

The AVP Committee in Bolivia meets regularly to
plan and to practice, and now includes the energy and
enthusiasm of participants from the most recent
Training for Facilitators. They’re planning for the June

workshops, when Jorge Arauz of PYM is expecting to
return and assist.  The focus will be on training facilitators
in Santa Cruz, which will result in local facilitation teams
in 3 cities.

Interest in AVP workshops has also been expressed by
folks from Rurrenabaque, and from other areas.

San Pedro Prison – workshops and riots

Local facilitator Delia Aspi visited San Pedro prison in
La Paz, accompanied by Jens Braun, to talk with prison
officials about the possibility of AVP there. The La Paz
group is working on a plan to conduct AVP workshops in
the prison in conjunction with Save The Children. The
current riots in the prison underscore the need for this
work.

Please use the enclosed envelope to support
Bolivian Friends’ education, or make a donation
via our website www.bqef.org.

“Silent Sqaures” communication exercise, Jan. 2009. “Crossing the River community-building exercise, Jan. 2009.


