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OUR MISSION:
to strengthen ties between Andean
Quakers and those of North America
and Europe through programs that:
• enhance the educational

opportunities of Andean Friends
• nurture their service work
• strengthen their schools, and
• bring this work to the attention of

Friends in North America and
Europe

11253 Boston Road  East Concord NY 14055

From Our Scholarship
Students...

Call for Volunteers:
What is the one skill at
which you are proficient
that you would gladly share
with us?  Some of the needs
identified in Bolivia:
English, math, and science
tutoring. In the US:
translating, photo library
creation and cataloging,
writing and editing, and
more.

Rebeca Tintaya 
November
At the moment you would find me in the
office of BQEF Bolivia where my com-
panions and I are gathered. I am here to
receive the scholarship that I use for the
expenses of my university studies. The
faces of my companions are also seen to
be very contented because of receiving the
scholarship money….Many thanks …and I
promise to study full time.

Victor Hugo Quisbert Hilario
I am studying … architecture...The
scholarship that I receive monthly helps
me a lot with my academic studies at the
University...Before receiving this benefit
it was very difficult to attend seminars,
buy books and materials for scale models
and many things.

Loida Cutipa
March 28
May you have a lovely day and may God
bless your lives and your work that you
carry out day to day…My studies this
semester cost $340 (US) and I receive $250
(US) from the scholarship …I work
cleaning the institution in order to
complete my payment and my expenses
for food and other expenses for studying.

April
My goal is to be the best professional and
be capable of competing in the labor
market with my knowledge and develop-
ment. I want to be a great help for my
family and for my brothers and sister of
the church. Seeing the need of society I
want to help impart my knowledge to
people who want to study.

AVP:
 Jorge Arauz and Val Liveoak will
lead-facilitate two basic and two
advanced workshops during the
Bolivian mid-school-year break in
June.  Workshops will be held at the
Nazarene seminary in Aranjuez.
This location offers more distance
from daily schedules, allowing
participants to focus on the work-
shops with less distraction from
their busy lives.
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President’s report
by Newton Garver
BQEF is flourishing, and the past month
has again been full of gratifying surprises.

• Because an increased number of
scholarship recipients graduated,
more than half the 40 scholarship
recipients are new - the largest
number of new students we have
been able to assist so far.

• The Internado (supervised residence)
in Sorata that opened last year on a
shoestring has acquired a substantial
permanent home, two blocks from
the central square, thanks in large
part to generous donations from Irish
Friends. And enrollment is up from
11 to 19.

• Emma Condori, a scholarship
recipient who was an intern at
Westtown last January-February and
who will complete her studies in
November, has been invited by
FWCC to participate in a workshop
for interpreters in Richmond IN in
May B another first for interaction
between Bolivian Friends and us in
the North.

• Andrew Esser-Haines feels led to
travel with another Friend to Quaker
gatherings in the US and Canada this
summer, with a letter of introduction
from BQEF, in order to share what he
has experienced among Bolivian
Quakers.  Andrew, 21, is a member of
Central Philadelphia MM and
currently a student at Earlham
College doing study abroad in
Bolivia. (See his interview with Ruben
Hilario in this issue.) Besides his
studies at the major public university,
Andrew has been volunteering with
English teachers at two of the Quaker
schools in La Paz and has served as
guest pastor among the evangelical
Bolivian Friends.

These surprises, together with increasing
support from monthly meetings and
worship groups, have given rich nourish-
ment to my sense that we are walking in
the Light.  If they touch you as well, I
hope you will remember that the op-
eration requires funds, and more funds
when there is more activity.  Bolivian
Quakers are a joyous part of our fellow-
ship, and building relations with them is
part of reasserting who we are.

Graduates!  Graduates!
by Newton Garver

The end of the school year comes in
November in Bolivia, and in the past two
years twenty-four recipients of BQEF
scholarships have completed their
studies, ten in 2005 and fourteen in 2006.
Most of their degrees have been in

education, eight in 2005 and seven in 2006.
In each year there was one dentist and one
accountant, and in 2006 there were also
three in agriculture, one in nursing, and
one in environmental engineering.

Unemployment seems less of a problem
for these young Friends than it is in some
other developing nations.  Eight of the ten
2005 graduates are working. Of the
fourteen from 2006, eight are working and
six are completing theses.

Perhaps some of these young Friends
would have finished their studies without
a scholarship, but only after additional
years of scrambling.  In sending us the
graduation lists, Bernabé wrote that most
of them call themselves professionals,
have jobs, and stop by the BQE-Bo office
to thank us for helping them by means of
the scholarships.  “This is a very worth-

while result for the scholarship pro-
gram,” he says, “because BQEF has
incorporated into the nation young
professionals who, because of their
professions, can have better lives than
their parents.”

Career goals among this year’s 40
scholars include not only most of those
listed above but also architecture,  social
work, business administration, systems
engineering, electrical engineering,
psychology, medicine, and law.  It is
thrilling to meet these young Friends and
feel the enthusiasm with which they are
embarking on life in what remain very
challenging conditions.
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A Friend in El Alto:
Rubén Hilari Quispe
By Andrew Esser-Haines
Dear Friends, come with me to Bolivia to
meet Rubén Hilari Quispe.  He’s 26, and
has been studying English and Aymara, at
the Public University of El Alto (UPEA),
for four years, three with the help of
BQEF scholarships.  In addition to a full
load of courses, he also teaches English in
both Quaker and public schools, 30 hours
a week total (There’s no thought of a
forty-hour week here; sixty hours is
normal.)

Rubén has a great rapport with the
students, sharing jokes in the classroom.

“It’s always important to
give without thought of
what you will receive in
return.  Here, too, we
always help out those with
less.”

It’s a very familiar culture here in El Alto;
people are willing to help each other even
with the meager resources that they have.
As we chat about BQEF, he says, “It’s
always important to give without thought
of what you will receive in return.  Here,

He shares what seems to
be the common
understanding among
Friends here, “You
sacrifice, and change will
come.”

too, we always help out
those with less.”

Far from the farm
Rubén grew up in a small
town on the altiplano
(high plains), in a Quaker
family,and had a Quaker
education. At five he
went to a boarding
school in Achacachi,
with his brother and 400
other students, coming
home weekends.

Rubén’s father, a farmer, sold animals
and produce to pay their tuition.  There
was also educational support from the
monthly meeting and community.

At 15, Rubén moved with his brother to

La Paz, where they lived with an uncle.
His brother walked to work in El Alto
and Rubén helped in their uncle’s  store.
After Ruben finished his Quaker educa-
tion in 1998, he and his brother moved to
El Alto, where it’s cheaper to live.

English as a tool
While working at the international
airport in El Alto, Rubén “realized how
necessary English is in this world.”   He
also discovered a passion for teaching.
Rubén enrolled in UPEA with a major in
linguistics and Aymara, and was able to
continue his study with the aid of a
scholarship from BQEF.  “My father died
the same year that I started
university.Brother Bernabéhelped me
out.”

Rubén’s greatest dream is to be a profes-
sor in the university.  “I’m praying to
become a professor here in El Alto.”
Ruben says he’ll always want to work in
both the Quaker and public schools.

Now Rubén lives with his brother and
mother in a small house in El Alto.  “My
brother works full time and makes 450
bolivianos a month (roughly $50), I work
a little less than full time but in the
schools and make about 600 bolivianos a
month.”  He notes that when somebody
sends $50 from the US, it’s like a month’s
expenses for a person.  Ruben’s university
costs 100 bolivianos each year, not
including books, which can be more than
250 bolivianos in a semester.

Aymara as a foundation

Volunteer: Sally Livingstone
At the Manatial Elementary School in
Batallas, I taught English to grades one
through eight.  Although I’ve been a
student for most of my life, I’ve spent
little time teaching. Therefore, I arrived
apprehensive of disappointing high
expectations. My worries were quickly
alleviated. At the end of every hour,

upon release from their previous class
the children literally ran to my class-
room!

I suspect such enthusiasm was out of
excitement at meeting a foreigner rather
than a desire to learn English, but it was
hard not to enjoy such an eager audi-
ence. For the first half of each lesson
children wrote and drew, and for the
second half they played a game or sang a
song. It was easy to deduce that their
favorite song was “Head, Shoulders,
Knees, and Toes” and their favorite
game was Musical Chairs, because
when the school day ended they stayed
to continue such activities.

It was a delight to work with such a
sincere group of children and I hope that
they learned as much from me as I did
from them.

Two of the students Sally
taught

 More on page
5
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Summer Service Through BQEF: Through Photos
By Madeleine Keller

That same day, the students drew the landscape before
we sat down to eat.  It was a beautiful winter day.
From one side of the hill, we could see the Andes,
snowcapped in the distance, from the other side, Lake
Titicaca.

The pictures of the students without
uniforms were taken in the country school

We had a faimbre ( feast) at Manantial school when we
took a field trip up the big cerro (hill) behind the school.
Each child brought food from home to share.  Notice all
the potatoes!

Left:  This picture of me with the two
women and the little girl was taken in the
house of my first host family in Vila Flores
in La Paz.

The little girls hiked up the hill with their guaguas, or baby
dolls, in the mantas that their  mothers would have worn to
carry them on their backs when they were babies.  Can you see
that in the picture of all of us hiking up the hill?

Friends Council on Education
Workshops: Though these aren’t
scheduled until August, there are
close to 60 people signed up already!
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I did mural projects and worked in
English classes at both places.

Why study Aymara? “We are Aymara;
we’re living in the Aymara culture.
Before, there wasn’t education for us; it
was illegal.  I want to translate texts
(directly from English) into Aymara, to
help create a body of literature in
Aymara, to validate our culture…Little
by little society is realizing the necessity
of including the Aymara culture.”

Rubén tells me that, with a solid ground-
ing in Quaker education, possibilities are

Ruben from page 3
opened up for this population. They can
enter into society in a new way, enter the
political world, and bring change based
on Christian principles.  He would like to
give books to the kids here who don’t
have the money to pay for them.”It’s very
nice to be able to give to others, and give
freely.”  He shares what seems to be the
common understanding among Friends
here, “You sacrifice, and change will
come.”

“Rubén tells me that, with
a solid grounding in Quaker
education, possibilities are
opened up for this
population. They can enter
into society in a new way,
enter the political world,
and bring change...”
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March 31 was a magical day in the life of
the Internado.  Just 14 months after Benito
Jallurana’s dream for a student residence
became reality in substandard cramped
quarters, a miraculous move to a beauti-
ful, spacious, and well-equipped house
thrilled everyone.  Our next challenge is
to be able to purchase the property by
April 1, 2008.

The Internado now has 19 students, 7 of
whom are female. All have college
aspirations, inspired by Benito’s role
model and encouragement.  Four of them,
2 girls and 2 boys, will graduate this year.
 The boys plan to do their compulsory
year of military service, then attend
university. The girls, Esperanza and
Benito’s sister Yobana, plan to go directly
to university together.  Yobana is consid-
ering a career in architecture; Esperanza
is trying to decide between teaching and
nursing.

Esperanza is the 4th of 6 children from a
farming family in Viacha, more than an
hour’s walk from the high schools in
Sorata.  The first in her family to attend
high school, she and her younger brother
were on the waiting list last year and are
glad to be part of the Internado family
now.  Last year, she and her younger
brother shared a small windowless rented
room in town.  Much of her energy went
to attempting to control her unruly
younger brother.  Now Esperanza is free
to apply herself to her schoolwork and is
improving her grades, and her brother is
responding well to receiving gentle but
firm discipline.

A Dramatic Move
By Barbara Flynn

 Marcos, age 12, has been raised by his
grandparents in the farming community
of Quirambaya, nearly 2 hours walk from
Sorata.  When his grandmother died
several years ago, Marcos became
responsible for most of the cooking,
cleaning and laundry for his aging
grandfather, who is in declining health.
Before he entered the Internado last year,

Marcos felt he “had nothing to stand on,”
no one to turn to.  With the loving
support and encouragement of
houseparents Eusebio and Maria, he is
blossoming.  At Eusebio’s invitation,
some of the teachers from the school stop
by once or twice a week to encourage the
students and go over homework with

Continued on page 7

Right:
Reviewing the
inventory.

Joyous departure from
the old site. Students
and their families
moved furniture and
belongings 3 blocks to
the new home.

Left:  BQE-Bo and
Internado staff with
seller and attorney.
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them.  A computer technician in town
helps them learn computer skills and has
taken a personal interest in Marcos, often
buying him school supplies that he could
not otherwise afford.  Marcos is more
self-assured, and his grades are improving
dramatically.

Eusebio asked me with great earnestness
to express appreciation to everyone who
has helped make the Internado possible.
The students are all thrilled with the new
house, as you can see in the photos.
Eusebio says they pray daily for all of us
and our families. I believe all of us who
have had a share in this dream feel
immensely inspired, humbled, and
gratified to have played a part in it.

The New Internado
building from the
courtyard.

First breakfast in the new home

As Eusebio frequently reminds me, he is
not one to “stand around with his arms
folded.”  He is currently working on a
plan to enable the Internado to be self-
supporting in the future.  He envisions a
student furniture-making project and (in a

corner of the new house which was
designed for a small business) a store with
a phto copy machine, also tended by the
students.  I never cease to be amazed at
his energy and ingenuity for creative
innovations. 

Good things come of Quaker Study Tours:  That’s how BQEF got its start!

Summer ’07 Quaker Study Tour of Bolivia

Spectacular scenery!
Vibrant community!
Inspirational stories!

• We share a communal meal in a
tradition older than the Incas, on a
grassy slope high above a lush river
valley, in the shadow of Bolivia’s
highest peak. Our Aymara Quakers
friends tell us of the changes the
irrigation project has brought and of

their dreams for the education of
their children.

• In La Paz, we meet with Quaker
scholarship students, many of whom
come from dirt-floored adobe homes.
We are moved by their profound

gratitude and their deep
commitment to using their
education to help their
communities.

• On the harsh and barren
altiplano, where the only
crops are grains and root
vegetables, we enter a
greenhouse rich with fresh
greens – which we’re told
the children love to eat! In
an area where 95% of the
children are iron-deficient,
this is a life-enhancing miracle.

These are a few of the deeply enriching
experiences of the Quaker Study Tour of
Bolivia. This year’s trip, June 25 to Aug 8,
will include meeting with leaders of the
movement that brought Evo Morales to

the presidency, and has the option of
extending another week to see Machu
Picchu and Cusco. To learn more, visit
www.TreasuresoftheAndes.com, email
Barbara Flynn at bflyn@mindspring.com
or phone 707 823-6034.
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How You Can Be a Part...
BQEF, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  Your tax-deductible gifts can be made online at www.bqef.org or sent to
BQEF, 11253 Boston Road, East Concord NY 14055.  Besides cash contributions, we would welcome donations of Frequent
Flyer miles.  Spanish-speaking Friends might wish to consider devoting a month or more of your time through a visit to La Paz
or a nearby town, especially for helping to teach English, computers, math and science.  Our e-mail is office@BQEF.org

Name:

Street (P.O.):

City, State/ZIP:

E-Mail:

Please use the enclosed envelope to support Bolivian Friends education or
make a donation via our website www.bqef.org/howtohelp.html.

Bolivian Quaker Education Fund, Inc.
11253 Boston Road
East Concord NY 14055
E-mail: office@BQEF.org

Address Service Requested


