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Two exciting developments are the
plans of two teachers from Abington
Friends School to offer workshops on
Quaker teaching methods at the
Friends schools in Bolivia, and the
decision of Fredonia Meeting to
sponsor one of the scholarship stu-
dents.  Again this year two Westtown
students did their service project with
BQEF in Bolivia.  Outside funding is
being sought for additional face-to-face
exchanges in coming months.
February and March were scary
months, as funds for the programs in

Bolivia materialized only at the last
moment.  As Board member Jerry
Clarkson said, perhaps we panicked
too easily and lacked the sure faith
that God will provide.  Let all give
thanks that God has provided.  Al-
though funds are still tight, and there
is work to be done to give assurance
through the end of the year, we will be
able to pay the scholarships at least
through June, the time of the mid-year
break (winter break) in the southern
hemisphere.

By Newton Garver

The State of BQEF
We (mostly Vickey) have greatly
improved the quality of communica-
tion to Friends and Friends gatherings.
Installing twelve computers in the
three Friends schools in Bolivia was a
major step forward.  But we still need
more than $20,000 (we are looking to
foundations) to complete the $30,00
project for upgrading computer instruc-
tion in those schools, and a quarter to
a third of that amount for upgrading
English instruction.  Though the
scholarships are the pressing immedi-
ate need, improving the quality of

Friends education in Bolivia is an
exciting and important long-term
challenge.
When the budget was presented in
November, the Board approved it for
just the first six months of 2005,
pending income projection perfor-
mance.  To approve the budget for the
second half of the year the Board has
set a goal of raising $10,000 during the
three months April-June, in addition
to obtaining pledges of $30,000 for the
five months July-November.  God will
provide.

President’s Message

Newton Garver with the
Scholarship Commitee
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Zulema Chino

Briefs from Bernabé
Extracts of reports from our BQE-Bo
Coordinator

During January I visited the schools to
meet with the administrators and
explain to them about the delivery of
the computers as a donation of BQEF.
I also explained to them about the care
and maintenance needed in the
computer labs, and the administrators
promised to be responsible for the care
and maintenance of the equipment.
When I am working in the office I
receive visits from many Bolivian
Quaker students, who submit applica-
tions to receive a scholarship for their
studies, and I speak to them about the
limitation of scholarships caused by
the lack of funds.  During these visits I
hear that the young Bolivian Quakers
have many needs because of the crisis
that confronts our country.
In February I met three times with
the Scholarship Committee to discuss
the applicants for scholarships, in the
course of which we encountered many
difficulties making the selections,
because in reading their letters we find
that all of them have need of a scholar-
ship because of limited economic
resources.
There were applications by fifty new
students, from the Quaker churches of
Santidad, INELA, and Amigos
Central Yearly Meetings, of whom
only twenty students were selected.
Of the scholarship recipients in 2004
there were fifteen applications to
continue.  Therefore we have 35
scholarship students for 2005, who are
very grateful for this very important
assistance for continuing their studies
and thank all the members of BQEF.
The Scholarship Committee of BQE-
Bo is grateful for this support of
Bolivian Quaker students, and requests
in the most friendly way...to support
other students who also hope to have a

scholarship because their parents lack
resources due to lack of work - there is
much unemployment.
Also in this month there were changes
in the administration at two Quaker
high-schools, and I had some troubles
coordinating our work, which I
overcame, and now we must orient the
administrations again about our work.
In March I continued visiting the high-
schools, to observe the use of comput-
ers where they were installed.  I found
much interest on the part of the
students, since many do not have a
computer at home.
We also made the first payment to the
(2005) scholarship students. We hope to
continue supporting the program of
scholarships, which is a very important
support, right? We believe that God
will supply, and touch the hearts of our
Quaker friends.
That God blesses your life.  Warm
greetings to all the members and
friends in the US.

Bernabé Yujra, Coordinator of BQE-Bo

36 SCHOLARSHIP
STUDENTS THIS YEAR.
Bernabé later wrote: There are 36
recipients. The Scholarship Committee
agreed to also include Roberto Patty of
Santidad, who is an education student
in the Adventist University and a
teacher at the Santidad school in
Batallas and lacks sufficient resources.
He worked for many years in Santidad
schools, not well paid, and for that
reason he was accepted to receive a
scholarship this year.
For information on the 34 other
scholarship students in addition to
Roberto Patty and Zulema Chino,
please check our website at
www.bqef.org.

Our new “Sponsor a
Scholar” Program
Zulema Chino is the first Bolivian
Quaker student to have her studies
underwritten by our new “Sponsor a
Scholar” program.  Zulema is studying
at the Normal, the state-run teacher
training institute, for a career in
Physical Education.  She’s now in her
second year and hopes to finish in two
more years.  A graduate of the Quaker
school Emma Canaday, Zulema writes
that she wants to make sure her work
as a teacher includes both a spiritual
and a professional aspect.
Zulema, 19, has two brothers, one is
21 and the other is 15. Her father
makes about $80 a month as a teacher.
The family are members of Los Andes
Church of Santidad Yearly Meeting.
Fredonia Monthly Meeting, NYYM,
has sponsored Zulema’s 2005 scholar-
ship for $500.  They are the first
Meeting to make such a commitment.
Please consider whether your Meeting
would perhaps be interested in making
a similar commitment. As one BQEF
supporter said “$50.00 per month
seems a very small cost for such a rich
oppportunity for service.”
Details are being worked out for
exchanges of photos, letters, and
updates between sponsors and stu-
dents, so that sponsorships can
directly build fellowship between
Bolivian Friends and those in the
north.
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Emma was a scholarship student in both
2004 and 2005, and has helped Bernabe.
She has been teaching English at the two
Santidad high schools.  Like most of the
young Bolivian students, her home is in
the country but she comes to the city to
study and work.  Emma applied to BQE-
Bo in La Paz for financial assistance to
attend the convention and was approved,
as part of BQEF’s program to enhance
teaching skills.  ~ N.G.

Dear Members of BQEF
I would like to share with you about
my trip to 10th National Convention
for English teachers that was held in
Tarija city.
It was one of the best trips I´ve ever
had. First of all, Tarija is such a nice
city so that you can enjoy visiting
different touristic places such as San
Jacinto where there is a wonderful lake
and there are other interesting things.
Besides there are several delicious
meals, but “ Umintas” are the best.
What´s more, people are very outgoing
in this city.
Then, the convention was really good,
there were many interesting and great
workshops about tecnics on how to
teach English as a second language. For
example, one of the them  was about
“Teaching English out of the class-
room”.  It was fantastic since it really
works because it keeps students
enjoying the class and of course
learning English. Well, I think nowa-
days teachers should use methods and
tecnniques that can help not only the
teacher but also the students. And I
think the activities of class outdoors is
one of them.
To sum up, my trip to 10th National
Convention for English Teachers was
great and I think I will never forget
this wonderful  experience there.
Sincerely,
Emma

Emma Condori´s trip to National Convention for
English teachers

Emma, left, applied the knowledge gained in the convention workshops when she
volunteered her time to lead students in an English enrichment intensive, held during a
holiday break.

Catalina Rios and Andrew Rutledge of
Abington Friends Schools will visit
Bolivian Quaker schools and churches
in El Alto and La Paz for 11 days this
coming August.
Catalina and Andrew seek to learn
from Bolivian Friends as well as
delivering workshops requested by
them.  Questions Catalina and An-
drew have include: 1) How many
schools are under Bolivian Friends
care? 2) Where they are located?  3)
What format does their worship
follow?  4) With what frequency is it
celebrated? (Weekly, daily, monthly,
etc.)  5) Do Bolivian Friends have

Abington Friends School Spanish Teachers To
Visit Bolivia

promotional materials, articles,
announcements, etc. about their
schools?
Workshop topics scheduled at the
request of Bolivian Quaker teachers
and administrators through BQE-Bo’s
Coordinator, Bernabé Yujra, are:

• Quaker Education in the United
States

• Processes of Quaker Education

• Quaker Testimonies that lead us
to teach at a spiritual level,

• Administrative Structures in
Quaker Education.

Knowledge of English opens doors here in Bolivia.  Students will hopefully take this skill with them
to university where so much information is locked within English language books, papers, and
essays.  English helps in finding work here, from teaching to tourism, to business.  Knowledge of
English helps immensely with communications and research via the Internet.  Furthermore, with
the improvement of English skills in the Quaker students in La Paz, we hope to strengthen ties and
communication with Quakers in the United States.

~ BQE-Bo English Committee
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BQEF received a grant and private
donations to fund the first phase in the
$30,000 Bolivian Friends’ Schools
computer project. What follows are
extracts from reports by Juan Yujra, BQE-
Bo Computer Committee, and Bernabé
Yujra, BQE-Bo Coordinator:

First Juan made the consultation
regarding the price of equipment
already assembled and on the other
hand the possibility of buying the
pieces to be able to assemble them.
After this the decision was arrived at
it was better that we assemble them,
since we could choose the best pieces
to assemble these computers.
The assembling of the computers and
tests of the devices was done over
three weeks, after which came the
delivery and installation of the equip-
ment in the three schools: five ma-
chines to Emmanuel School in El
Alto, four to Emma Canaday, and
three to Max Paredes.
The administrators, together with the
professors and students, send their
gratefulness for this important support
of the information technologies
education for the Quaker students.
They were very surprised, seeing the
computers we gave. They thought it
was not possible to receive them so
soon.
We send warm greetings from Bolivia.

BQEF Puts 12 New Computers In Friends’
Schools In La Paz & El Alto

Students working at their new computers in Colegio Emmanuel, El Alto, Bolivia

What’s the difference between BQEF and QBL?
Two Friends organizations, Quaker
Bolivia Link (QBL, established 1995)
and Bolivian Quaker Education Fund
(BQEF, established 2002), enable
North American and European
Friends to make connection with
impoverished indigenous Andeans.
QBL’s mission is to reduce poverty in
Bolivia through small-scale develop-
ment grants.  The beneficiaries of
QBL programs are poor people rather
than Quakers, although in Bolivia the
Quakers are also poor and thus not
excluded. QBL’s grants go to groups
rather than individuals, and groups of
women are given priority, as are rural
projects. No grants are made to
church-run organizations or for educa-
tion.

QBL’s focus on small-scale secular
development aid leaves space for
BQEF’s approach of fellowship
through education.
Our mission is to strengthen ties
between Bolivian Quakers and those
of North America and Europe through
programs that improve the education
of Bolivian Quakers. BQEF programs
are:

• post-secondary scholarships (in
Bolivia)

• teacher exchanges between
Bolivian and US Quaker schools

• strengthening secondary-school
programs (especially English,
science and computer technologies)

• infrastructure improvement, and
volunteer service opportunities

Westtown Students
Service Project
Westtown School students Elizabeth
Dunlop and Katherine Lee helped for
two weeks in February teaching
English at Max Parades and Emma
Canaday. In the words of Bernabé,
“they remain very happy to have
visited Bolivia and shared with the
Bolivian Quaker students.” Look for
their report in our next issue.
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“The young people in Bolivia need
hope for their future.”  said Bernabé
Yujra, our coordinator in La Paz,
when speaking recently of the scholar-
ship program.
 During the past year BQEF has
focused on capacity-building and
program development and delivery.
We are in our best shape ever as an
organization. But we are in poor shape
financially — very near to a state of
crisis. So the hope we have been giving
to young Bolivian Quakers is in
jeopardy.  The board cannot currently
commit to funding scholarships
through the 2005 school-year (the
Bolivian school year runs February
through November) because of a
chronic funding shortage throughout
the past year.
When Jerry Clarkson sensed a tone of
panic in my messages to the board, he
responded that we should perhaps look
at things from a different perspective.
When the funds arrived to enable us to
meet the March expenses, he said,
“See? I told you we should have faith
that God will provide.”
Perhaps you can assist God in this
task.
To continue scholarships through
2005, BQEF needs a total of $10,000

in donations by June 30th, plus
$30,000 in pledges payable by Novem-
ber 30th.
There are 3 things we are asking you
to do now to keep alive the hope that
the scholarships have brought:
1.) Make an immediate donation
towards Bolivian Friends immediate
needs.
Use the coupon in this newsletter to
send payment to  Bolivian Quaker
Education Fund, 11253 Boston Rd.,
East Concord, NY  14055.  If you
prefer, go to our website,
www.bqef.org, click on “How You

Can Help” on the left, then click on
the “Network for Good” button to
donate via secure server.
2.) Make a pledge, payable by Novem-
ber 30th, in support of mid-term
needs.
3.) Share the news of BQEF’s Spirit-
led work in support of education for
impoverished AmerIndian Bolivian
Friends.  Tell your neighbors, co-
workers, other Friends, and, especially,
your Meeting.
May the Spirit of love and fellowship
bless your life and fill it with joy.
Newton Garver, President

Will You Help Assure Their Hope?

Faith Woolson of Fredonia Monthly
Meeting is corresponding with teacher
Emma Condori about English language
materials f/Friends in the north can
make to send.  Faith and her helpers
will be making picture and word flash
card sets for use in Friends schools in
Bolivia.  Faith’s granddaughter,
Allegra, 4, is also learning a half-dozen
Aymara words by studying a picture of
an Aymara school’s outdoor chalk-
board.

More Fellowship Thru
Education

Ana Callisaya

Wilmer Mamani

GLOSSARY
Amigos Central.  The third-largest
yearly meeting, with some 5000
members
BQE-Bo.  Bolivian Quaker Education

Bolivia.  The logo used by the
program in Bolivia.

INELA.  Iglesia Nacional Evangélica
de los Amigos, the second largest
of  the Bolivian yearly meetings,
founded in 1924 with the support
of Oregon YM (now Northwest
YM).

Max Paredes.  Primarily the name of
a street on which are located the
offices, main church, and largest
school of INELA.  It means "great
walls."  Often used to refer to the
school.

Santidad.  Literally "holiness".  The
short name for Iglesia Evangélica
Misión Boliviana de Santidad
Amigos, the largest of the Bolivian
yearly meetings.  Its origins go
back to 1919, when the first
Quaker missionaries arrived
under the care of Central YM in
Indiana.

UMSA.   Universidad Mayor de San
Andrés, the principal public
university in Bolivia.

UPEA.   Universidad Pública El Alto,
a branch of UMSA in the
indigenous suburb of El Alto.
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How You Can Be a Part...
BQEF is a 501(c)(3) project of Buffalo Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends.  Your tax-deductible gifts can be
made online at www.bqef.org or sent to BQEF, 11253 Boston Road, East Concord NY 14055.  Besides cash contribu-
tions, we would welcome donations of Frequent Flyer miles.  Spanish-speaking Friends might wish to consider
devoting a month or more of your time through a visit to La Paz or a nearby town, especially for helping to teach
English.  Our e-mail is getinfo@QBEF.org.

Name:
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City, State/ZIP:

E-Mail address:


